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What Does Davis Bacon 
Require?

• A contract that contains an expressed written term that Davis 
Bacon applies. Generally required by loans, grants, or 
guarantees made by the federal government;

• A wage determination (available from sam.gov); 
• The weekly payment of prevailing wages to tradespeople 

employed on construction projects;
• The submission of certified payroll reports to the contracting 

agency;
• Review and maintenance of those reports until the retention 

period expires.
– Rectification of any deficiencies discovered in the review.



Who Gets it?!

Covered
• Carpenters.
• Electricians.
• Plumbers.
• Equipment Operators. 
• Ironworkers. 
• Laborers.
• Truck Drivers.
• etc. 

Not Covered
• Engineers.
• Architects.
• Timekeepers.
• Estimators. 
• Bona Fide Material Suppliers
• Inspectors.
• etc.



Common Problems

• Misclassification of workers;
• Undercounting of workers;
• Failure to pay the full prevailing wage including fringe benefits 

for all hours worked (including overtime hours);
• Inadequate record keeping, such as failing to record hours 

worked by an individual in two or more classifications during 
the day;

• Failure to submit certified payroll weekly;



The Paper Process
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Payroll Dashboard



Final Thoughts & 
Questions

U.S. Dept. of Labor Links:
• Field Operations Handbook Ch. 15
• Local Offices
• Prevailing Wage Resource Book

MDOT Prevailing Wage Website
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https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/field-operations-handbook/Chapter-15
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/contact/local-offices
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/government-contracts/prevailing-wage-resource-book
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/business/construction/prevailing-wage-compliance
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